. As a former marine
_ joiner, Peter had all the
. skills necessary to
 “ransforma Fiat -
* Duceto panel van into

a dream campervan.. .

ROS & PHOTOS Mike Trppitt

eter Burton's metallic grey Fiat
Dhicato 5 na ardinary campearvan,
Peter, wheo has spent 12 mianths
converting the high-tep lang-
whealbase van, is no ordinary
camper. It's not the first Hime he's turned his
trade skills 10 8 self-build project

"l was mad on boats,” says the retired
builder and former maring joiner. “In 1963
| built a twio-man canee: and then in 1973,
| did & speedboat, | wanted to progress to a
cabin crulser, and was mad on the idea of
belng self-contained and independent from
everything elss sround.”

Meverthelass, his young wife. Sandra, was
not kaen on the speedboat so. with futures
bosting plans shelved, he laaked for the
next best ﬂ':ing.

In the beginning

Although 1t would be another 30 years
hefare the Ducato arrvad, Fater reflacts
affectionately on his first camperyan

autandabautive.cook

exparience in 1967, when he got the bug
His parents would hire a VW T2 every
yaar for thelr summer holidays. as they
caulart affard to buy one but eventually
Pater bought a camper for him and
Sandra in 1967, "It was a corverted 1959
Avshn AIS2 Omnicoach. It was eight
yeorsold, black, and | think it had
belonged 1o the polics force, It was nothing
fancy, but it fielt like lusury fo us. We did
ahout B0 miles without any bothar We
had a lovely time living on & shaestring
around Devon and Cormsall”

Dnce children came aleng, Pater
and Sandra enjoyed several years of
caravanning, but fheir fouring cams foan
erd when their daughter, by then 14 years
old, announced baldly: “If you thirk I'm
caming with you this fime next year, you're
mistaken!”

Pater says, "We all gci‘fawherl‘s the iamily
grows up, and teenagers liks my daughter
don't want 1o be caming with you

%I' &rd Sandra with ther fire! camgaruan back in
1457 Good fimes

That's when we got rid of fhe
caravan. We sold it with ahaavy heart,
and were sarry 15 282 it gaos

The best laid plans

Having fitled cut mator crulsers and sailing

yaC hits. and then iPEHdlng A5 yearsin the

bu'llding trade, Peter abways pLa.'med o

convert his last Ferd Transit wark van info

acamper when the time came o hang Up

his bullder's toals. The desie fo be self-

rontained and Independent was still there,
Though he had the skills fo conver? the

Tranzit, he foresaw a problem, Withouf

fitting @ pop-top it wes not high enough >
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to stand up in, nor was 1t kang enowgh for
what he had in mind. A rathink was required
and, ona friend’s recommendatian, he
turned his attenfion ta the Flat,

“When | started looking into the Ducato
| went along to the local desler and rock
one for 3 fest drive, | decided thar | definitely
wanted a Ducato and ended up buying mine
from & garage in Rotherham for £15,000.
|t six morths ald and bad only done
3,500 miles. Bargain of the centuryl”

FPeter and Sandre had seen numerous
phatos faken inside campervans and had &
good idea of what they wanted, bt there
was no diagram or blueprint. “It's what we call
in the frade ‘eerateb-built | didn't use plans.
| could say | made it up as 1 went alongl”

Peter used cardhoard remplares fram time
ta fime |a trick he'd learned boatbuilding)
ta gee how things would fit. Caution was
always uppermest in his mind, especally
when it came to.cutting hales In the vehicle's
bndywurl fior sk}r|ighlz and the cassette
toilet mccess. ¥l had all the tools because of
my building business. Obviously | had to be
very careful when | cuf holes. Onee you've
cut holes ir the side you've ruined the van,
socl did spend alot af time an that, with

Thie solld pak-2dged step fook three Wwecks 10 10
bt e quites opecial

74 ompervmn Cecembe 2017

ake Wi hope 1o be abls 4 getout

ternplates, ete, 'velearned my lesson over
the years, believe-you-me!”

Peter also asked an electrician he'd
worked with (Fhe wad interested in fitting the
electrical systems, With no experience of
such work: he declined, and Peter realised
he would have to do all that himself. °| got
In touch with Rayne Automaotive, specialist
In auto-electricals, and it supplied all the
wiring, specification, fitting Instructions and
all the diagrams. I wes very professional.
| can :“lighhf recomimend Rayne

Unlike the boats Peter has built, the Fiat
Ducato did nat have te floet, 10 the need for
balance that faces all beatbuilders did not
arise. However, weight was a factor, "l used
proger marine phy and it's not that much
heavier than expensive lightweight phywead
You can buy maring ply for E30 or £40 3
shaat-and I is the very bast plywacd. |t will
last & lifetime. 've fitted the 'van out with all
fraditicnal materals.and | have had it
WEIgiIHCI I can Sﬁll carmy a I(Jﬂd '_'l{l'lﬂ” a
tomne, which is cuite good."

Another lesson learned

Whilst the sink, bob, shawer, skydights and
toilet fittings are off-the-shalf products, the

5o ['e fifted & bike rack, just n cage.

and enjoy Some C‘,'lL'J]ng

carcasses for the seafing, the cupboards.
washroom. bads, worktops and trim are al|
handmade from a rmix of soft wood, hard
waod, marine-grade plywood and genuine
Farmica, Pefer even made the foam
cushions Rimself befare using a local
upholsterar o make the covers.

He savs he used Sin upholsterers' feam
with 1in memary foam on foo. °| bonded
them, cut them and gt them ail to size; That
saved me quite a lof of maney. The foam s
i |:|'e¢|p, sal ﬂ:npped around ta [_]ei the
best deals. In fact, | ended up buying it off
eBay, | think.

It wars nost the first time ke'd searched far
the best price and bast materials: *| always
did this for my customers in the building
trade. | would get the very best prices,”
he says. "T've done the same with the
campervan, right from thevan irself all
the way through ta the fittings.”

Cne noficeable feature of Explorer [Peter
and Sandra's narme for the L'aru_:.\er] is the
Fammica-covered doors and workt-:nps, Petar
larminated them all by hand using a gallon of
Eve-Stik acdhesive in the process. Ha says,
“When you use Eva-Sfik, a good marine ply,
and you bond Farmica on tap, it 1s thera for
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[ife™ But heensurad he did all the wark with
propes ventilation, having learned the hard
way when he passed out inside a boat back
In his boatbuilding days. "l had-a terrific
headache when | woke up. | really learned
my lesson, aboul warking in confined spaces
with Eva-Stik!™

The finishing touches

Petar was used 1o kisworks vans not having
rear side windows, sowhen it came o a
campanan conversion he saw no need for
tham, His tricks of the trade came in useful
agaln, "Putting mirrars in the rigl'ﬂ place
rmakes all the difference, fhey give you a
feeling of width”

There is no denying that Explorer has all
the feel of a professional canversion, Peter’s
auality wark and its indriduality are 2vident
all armund. Mowhere more to than in the oak
edging to the step in the forward end of the
accommedalion, which is quite special,

Inevitably, comparisons are made to
hoalhuiid':ng and when ||:‘|’!é|l|\'rr=g how boat
like the CaMmper was, ane friend asked him
wihy he had gone to the bather of making
the salid oak step Because | could, and |
had the time" ke answerad. “It's made ou

of six pieces of straight solid oak cut on a
hand saw.” he axplains. “The moulding is
cut onaspindle. Its what we used to do
in the boats, and something | wanted to
replicate te make it lock that bit diffsrent,
But it took me aboul three weeks!”

When asked if there s amything Peter
wonild change about his bespoke
earmpervan corversion, he remarks:

Tm going ro sound blg-headed now if |
say no, aren’t 1§ Unfartunately, due ta lll
health, we'va coly been out on a tew day
trips, but I've tried everything oul In it and
| cannot-fault it

Peter admits that he is not 2 typical
campervan owner end had s head start with
thee skills needed 1o do a home conversion
Although he has pasted & video of the
conversion process on fouTube he counsels
against fallewing all advice available online.
Much, he says. is nat helpful, whilst some is
also dangerous. He locks forward to getting
out in Explarer enjoying the sslf-contained,
independent lifz, but he's philosophical: "I'm
72 and | dor't know how long 've got leh. If
| go Inta @ venture | do it seriowsly. | have no
intention of seling in the nzar future. No
matter what happens, 've gat Ir for life”

, Peter and Sandre have only ised Explorer
\, but they intend ta join the Caravan snd

autandaboutlive couk

Sandra & Peter

Ease mm.zma FotDucosoLWE
Convarsion type Bes.puke handbuil
sall-camersion g Pl
Owned since 207

Engine 2 3-re diesel Mutet Euro8)
Hawertiutip | e -
Economy 30-35mpg-

Gearbox 6-speed manusl

Travel sests 4

Fe e o= e
Length x width x height 6.0m x 2.04m &
Laom ey o
Base Vehicle Eunpma'lhea Hinted
'wmdmalﬁWMnaanE -nav, alloy
wheals, heated mirmars, DAB radio, Slustaath,
parking sensors. fog lights reversing cameta,
cruise control, mefallic patwork, black and

cheomhe gril, anti- Thi_rl’lalai‘m 5B sockss

Cnrmfﬂm Ethman‘l‘th.rM\re Smey
g5 hob and smk combinstion with hot and
cole mixer tap, and separate filterad drinking
water tap, Waeco compressor fridge, 70-litre
Framia inbicard fresh water fank with
sansers, and undershung 30-litre waste water
fank with sensors Whale mains water inlet
apstam, Bropen heater, Therford electrc flugh
:asseﬁem;ml'heﬁord folding sink unib with
hest aniel el micer fag, separare wall miies
shower, CTEK 25054 battery charges systam
with 1000 Inverter and mains hook-up,
100w salar pared, maims TV with fixed roof
serial and signal bouster, tracker, WIFl, CCTY

camera and dashcam, flyscreens 1o rear and

sids doors, Fizmma bive rack.

Insurance £345 [Sheild Ageas Insursnce Lid
matorhome insusance palicy for salf-huid
ECOWVSESinas]

COSTS SO FAR

I T N L 15000 :
Materials ... L
Total costs to date

T —

Check ot the Eapiorer taking shape here
3 yourube com watehiyv=44007YC DN
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